Praises

For Dra. Aracelys
and her husband Dr.
Carlos agreeing to
work with medical
teams in Nicaragua
next year!

For safety in our
home and around
town

For various people
currently applying to
be CFCI
missionaries in
Nicaragua

For a great medical
weekend clinic in
San Cayetano

Prayer Requests

For more workers to
join CFCI-Nicaragua:
specifically a short-
term teams
coordinator & nursing
school director

For Alcides and Bob
as they teach Bible
and leadership
classes in Villa El
Carmen

For direction as |
transition from
Nicaragua to the
USA

For my mom’s elbow
and arm. She had
surgery in January
and is still in a lot of
pain

For provision of a
much needed eye
surgery for Yakelin

For Dana, Tom, and
Jimmy as they teach
classes for pastors
and church members
Nov. 2-9

October/November 2009

A little about my life lately

The past five years have been life changing. |
am excited about the future, yet treasure every
moment | have left in Nicaragua. So you might
be asking “What's next, Mary ?” Great question!
I'm not completely sure! | will be in Nicaragua
until December 7th. | plan to spend December
in Florida with family and then will represent
CFCI at Urbana 09 Missions Convention at the
end of December. | am in the process of looking
for a physical therapy job in Greenville, SC and
hope to start in January. Your prayers are
greatly appreciated as | end my time in
Nicaragua and as | return and transition to life in
the United States.

Recent medical-related stories

In early October we held the last weekend
medical clinic of 2009. It was a great grand
finale because not only were my two special
friends John and Tracey there, but Claudia,
Hellen, Nathan and Amber, and Drs. Carlos
and Aracelys participated as well. It was
Claudia’s first time working in the clinic. She
helped with patient flow, filling prescriptions,
and even fit in a very important psychological
exam on a young boy.

Weeks prior to the clinic, Dra. Aracelys and
Claudia patrticipated in the church member
training sessions in preparation for their
involvement next year with medical teams and
clinics. Fabricio provided the pre-clinic
evangelism training sessions for the church
members who were selected by their pastor to

Nicaraguan health care volunteers at
La Hermosa Church’s one day
medical clinic in Sa Cayetan:

%)
Tracey is a physician assistant and sayv
patients during the one day clinic.

share the gospel with patients during the
clinic.  It's wonderful to work with such a
great team of people!

Cultural tidbits

Over the last few months | have been
developing a friendship with Yakelin (see
picture of her on the next page). | met her in
April during a medical outreach in Rivas. She
is legally blind due to a rare congenital
condition. She is in need of an eye surgery to
correct her vision. We have been working

Pastor Roldolfo (3rd on the left, top row) was
great in helping to prepare for the clinic. Dis.
Carlos and Aracelys are on the bottom right.




towards finding a surgeon in Nicaragua to perform the
surgery she needs. This has been a long, and often
frustrating experience. Two weeks ago Yakelin and
her sister traveled to Managua and Dra. Aracelys and |
we went with them to some eye appointments. We
spent literally 12 hours in appointments, only to find
out that the National Center of Ofthalmology in
Nicaragua and also the Cuban specialists visiting
Nicaragua cannot operate on her. They lack the
equipment and give her no hope of surgery.

My heart breaks for Yakelin. But not just because of
her physical condition. People have told her that if she
has enough faith, God will heal her and the reason she
is still blind is because is lacks faith. She feels guilty
for not believing in God enough for Him to heal her.

Meet Yakelin (on right), with her sister
Carolina.

Even though we have hit a few deadends in our
search for medical care in Nicaragua, the extra time
that we've spent together has been beneficial. We
have read from the Bible and talked for hours about
her questions regarding faith, hypocrisy in the church,
prayer, and how God has made her uniquely and has
purpose for her life. | am thankful to God for His loving
kindness and for His pursuit of Yakelin, and of me.

Although we have exhausted the “free” healthcare
options in Nicaragua, there is a chance that she can
get the surgery she needs in a Nicaraguan private
clinic or possibly in the United States. Please pray for .
her and her family as we continue to explore more [fracey and John Wall visited from Colorad

possibilities for Yakelin.

Trying to manuveur through the socialized health system of Nicaragua has reminded me of the
tremendous blessing that the medical teams are that come to Nicaragua. The free medicines
you bring and the medical attention you offer are like drops of water poured into a thirsty mouth.
Thank you to all of you who have come to serve and love in Nicaragua. Your presence also
gives the local churches a chance to share the good news of Jesus with their neighbors, which
can quench their thirst forever.

To all those who have partnered with me in ministry in Nicarauga over the last five years,
THANK YOU. Your prayers, time, and resources have been invaluable and effective.
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