Praises

For a new home
where | feel safe

For God’s provision
of nursing students,
health promoters and
doctors for the Grace
and Kirk of the Hills
medical teams in
March and April

For Him reconciling
two Nicaraguan
churches that worked
together during the
Kirk Medical team in
April

For summer short
term missionaries
staying between 1-3
months: Lindsay and
Katie arrived May

~ Alittle about my life lately

Where do | begin? Since | last wrote, I've
recovered from the Sea to Sea, received a
pastoral training team from my home church,
collaborated with the local health department in a
plan of action should a case of swine flu be
detected in Nicaragua, traveled to the US to visit
my family and ministry partners, received a visit
from our personnel director and her husband
(who provided training in spiritual warfare),
participated in numerous local church training
activities, worked with two medical teams,
packed up our old house, moved into a new one,
and painted it. Whew!!! Let's just say it hasn't
been boring and | have seen God provide exactly
what was needed at exactly the right time over
and over again. One specific way God provided
was by supplying us with a Nicaraguan doctor for
a week, with only one day’s notice. We had a diffe
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house painting our living room and kitchen. It

was good bonding time and we had a fun tim

doing it! | think things will work out just fine!
This picture was taken on her birthday.
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rent one scheduled to work with the Grace team,

but at the last minute MINSA (the Nicaraguan health department) called and said they would not
permit that particular doctor to work with the team. It left us praying and relying on God to find a
substitute. Humanly speaking it was a hopeless case. Thankfully God moved in one of the local

doctors who offered to take vacation time from her

21 (and for Burton
who will arrive on
May 31%) They will
be helping us with
various programming
and ministry projects

Prayer Requests

For my computer to
work properly again.
It has been very sick
for one month and is
currently in the shop,
| hope itisn’t the
swine flu. It has
been especially
difficult to work
without it.

For protection over
all of our computers,
printers, office
electricity and cars.
We are having near
constant problems
with all of the above
(thankfully my car is

Grace medical team worked hard too, but these gu|
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The Grace and Nicaraguan construction team. TH

more photogenic . End of March 2009

regular job to join us on the team!

~

Recent medical-related stories

It was a pleasure to work with the Grace
Church and Kirk of the Hills Church medical
teams again this year. They both worked in
Rivas. They were instrumental in allowing us
the chance to collaborate more intentionally
with local public health officials, clinics, and
nursing school students. This was one of our
e goals for the year...collaboration with the local
L health departments and working alongside
them to improve the health of Nicaraguans.

still doing great!)

More recently | have been involved with a
committee working on a resource document for
best practices for medical teams in Nicaragua. We
are a committee of eight organizations that work in
healthcare, albeit health promotion, medical
teams, or private health clinic owners Our hope is
to make this document available to all those
interested in receiving teams to Nicaragua. It
covers how medical teams can positively work
with the public health system, local doctors, and
local medicines.




Prayer Requests

For provision of
nursing professors
for the Nursing
Program in Managua

For protection over
our new home

For unity among the
CFCI base

For my mom'’s elbow
and arm. She had
surgery in January
and is still in a lot of
pain

For a weekend
medical outreach in
El Apante, Villa El
Carmen,

June 5-6".

For CFCI latino
missionaries that
need more monthly
financial support

For a medical
interpreters’
workshop we are
hosting June 12"

Dan, Mike, Me, Tom, Lily & David Thurlow duringja
fun day at the park after the Theology classes were
done Feb/March 2009

~ Cultural tidbits

Hopefully | will have some pictures of my new house by the time the next newsletter rolls around.
But until then, | thought you might like to see my neighborhood and to read a little narrative from
one of the first mornings | spent there...

“This morning | drove down the street of my new géiborhood. Although | have lived in
Nicaragua for 4.5 years, this area of Managua hagidferent, but good, feel to it. Within two
minutes of leaving my house, | had greeted Lestdre(security guard that walks our street),
passed my neighbor’'s “project” parked in front ofi house, gotten stuck behind two 8-ish-
year-old boys driving a horse cart (alone) down aim street with heavy traffic, and had seen
them pull a U-Turn in between two oncoming publiages. | believe this new stage of life is
going to prove to be very interesting.”

Picture taken in front of my new home}
Notice the parked ci

Really??? This project might take awhile!

We are aware that the economic situation in the U.S. is significantly affecting economies and missionary efforts around
the world. | thank God and you for the privilege of serving in Nicaragua. Thank you for your continued faithfulness in
praying for and supporting me and Christ for the City.
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